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TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 



6. EUR - EC - 9 FOREIGN MINISTERS PROPOSE A NEUTRAL 
AFGHANISTAN 

<C} THE EC-9 FOREIGN MINISTERS ON FEBRUARY 19 ISSUES A 
STATEMENT CALLING FOR WITHDRAWAL OF SOVIET TROOPS FROM 
AFGHANISTAN AND RESOLUTION OF THE CRISIS THROUGH AN 
AGREEMENT "WHICH ALLOWS A NEUTRAL AFGHANISTAN TO BE OUTSIDE 
COMPETITION AMONG THE POWERS. " THE AFGHAN NEUTRALITY IDEA 
WAS PUT FORWARD WITHIN THE EC BY BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY 
CARRINGTON FOLLOWING CONSULTATIONS WITH THE FRENCH AND 
GERMANS. THE BRITISH SEE THE EC STATEMENT AS ALLOWING A 
EUROPEAN INITIATIVE DESIGNED TO KEEP THE THIRD WORLD WITH 
THE WEST IN REACTING TO THE SOVIET INVASION OF AFGHANISTAN. 
SOVIET ACCEPTANCE WOULD RESOLVE THE PROBLEM; REJECTION IN 
THE THIRD WORLD TO THE SOVIET ACTION AND STRENGTHEN THE 
PUBLIC CASE FOR A RESOLUTE WESTERN RESPONSE. 

(C) WE HAVE PUBLICLY STATED OUR GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH THE 
EC-9 PROPOSAL AND HAVE MADE CLEAR THAT, WITH A PROMPT 
WITHDRAWAL OF ALL SOVIET TROOPS FROM AFGHANISTAN, WE WOULD 
BE WILLING TO JOIN WITH AFGHANISTAN'S NEIGHBORS IN A 
GUARANTEE OF TRUE NEUTRALITY AND NON-INTERFERENCE IN 
AFGHANISTAN'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. WE DO NOT NOW SEE SIGNS OF 
SOVIET RECEPTIVENESS TO POLITICAL INITIATIVES OR ANY SIGNS 
IN AFGHANISTAN THAT THE SOVIETS ARE LIKELY TO WITHDRAW IN 
THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. WE WILL, HOWEVER, BE CONSULTING 
WITH ALLIES AND OTHERS ON THE COMPLEX ISSUES INVOLVED IN THE 
NEUTRAL AFGHANISTAN PROPOSAL, INCLUDING ANY TRANSITION 
ARRANGEMENTS WHICH MIGHT BE REQUIRED. 
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fc- <U> EUR - EC-1 TOfciLi, T\:.-£S: &R«aoS£ A NEUTRAL 
AFGHANISTAN <CDS 2/2?/ 6o> ~~— —■-=* 



CO THE EC-1 FOREIGN WMSTERS ON FEBRUARY 11 ISSUE* A 
STATEMENT CALLING FOR WITHDRAWAL -OF-SCVIET TROOPS FROH 
AFGHANISTAN AND RESOLUTION O e THE CRISIS THROUGH AN 
AGREEHENT "WHICH ALLOWS A NEUTRAL AFGHANISTAN TO Bt 
OUTSIDE COHPETITSOV ArtONS 7-E POWERS.." THE AFSHA.S 
NEUTRALITY I?£A LAS r v r ?Z?.Lkr.l l; VI.v T-lE EC BY BRITISH 
FOREIGN SECRETARY CARr.INSTON r OLLOLlNG CONSULTATIONS 
KITH THE FRENCH AND GER r A\S. THE cot T j Sh SE £ ThC £ C 
STATEHEWT kZ ALlCtflNT '. -:_RO=EA\- INITIATIVE lESIGNED 
TO KtZ? THE THI*D WORLD LIT- 7-.£ .'£;,7 IN REACTING TO THE 
SOVIET I«VASIO:; OF AFSrANISTAN. ICVIET ACCEPTANCE WOULD 
RESOLVE Th£ PROSLE^ *E.* r .t T IO?; SOJL5 FURTHER REINFORCE 
THE HIGHLY N£'4~:vl StAC~:;-. 1% T -l T-IRI U0«?L3 TO THE 
SOVIET ACTIO:. A\v —REVJT.-'LN THE PJB.IC CASE FOR A 
RESOLUTE WESTERN RES s 0\SE. 

CO lit HAVE =u3>*:. v -*£. J* GENERAL AGREEOENT WITH 
TM£ EC-1 PROOOIa:. d-„D --i.-r r*«r CLEAR ~HAT, WITH A 
PR01OT jIThD^AWA-. 0" 4.1 10VI£T T^CvPS FRSfl AFGHANISTAN* 
WE WOULD BE CILLIVC ~C JCTA *ITH A-'-iANISTAN'S NEIGHBORS 
IN A GUARANTEE s " TRUE NEUTRALITY AND NON-INTERFERENCE 
IN AFGHANISTAN'S INTERNA^ AFFAIRS - UE DO NOT NOW SEE 
SIGNS OF S3VJET RECEPTIVEN'ESS TO POLITICAL INITIATIVES 
OR ANY SIGNS IN AFGHANISTAN TMiT ^HE SOVIETS ARE LIKELY 
TO WITHDRAW IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE- WE WILL. HOWEVER* 
BE CONSULTING WITH ALLIES AND OTHERS ON THE COflPLEX 
ISSUES INVOLVED IN T>-*£ NEUTRa;. r -iM!TA\ PROPOSAL* 
INCLUDING A:.v TR4NSITI0.* aRRa^GE^-EN'S iHlCH fllSHT BE 
REfuTRED- 
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